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MAKINGSPACE.
Migration and Socio-Spatial Relations in Cyprus

Between February and June 2025, the MAKINGSPACE Project was featured in a
series of academic and public engagement activities across Europe. In Nicosia, the
project was presented in two university seminars exploring migrant struggles and
socio-spatial (in)justice in Cyprus, hosted by UCY and UNIC. In Krakow, it was
showcased at the Marie Curie Alumni Association Online Conference, connecting
with an international community of researchers.

During April and July 2025, the project was further disseminated through teaching
and collaborations at the University of Rijeka’s Engineering & Architecture
Department. A public lecture held in June at UNIRI titled “Making Space: Migration,
Urban Infrastructures, and the Politics of Reception in Cyprus” highlighted how
urban environments shape migrant reception dynamics.
Read more on LinkedIn | MCAA 

https://www.yufe.eu/early-career-researchers/yufe4postdocs/sustainability/
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/?lang=en
https://www.unic.ac.cy/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/event/2025-mcaa-annual-conference-and-general-assembly
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7297222939404349441/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7297222939404349441/
http://mcaa/
http://mcaa/


On 3 April 2025, Dr. Álvaro Valera Sosa gave a lecture at UCY as part of the U-CARE
Project, introducing urban health as a field that links spatial inequality, climate
stress, and ecological decline with public well-being. He presented the UrbanCare
framework, a data-driven approach combining research, stakeholder input, and
urban design to tackle health and climate challenges. The talk emphasized the
framework’s focus on population health, urban structures, and dynamics, and its
ability to address key issues like stormwater runoff, heat, and biotope loss through
evidence-based, participatory planning.  Read more on Facebook | Instagram

U-CARE.
Urban Care to battle climate change impacts on urban
ecosystems and health across different European climate zones

On 4 April 2025, the U-CARE Project hosted an interactive workshop at UCY,
inviting residents to reflect on how the urban environment around Makarios
Hospital affects health and well-being. Participants explored issues like
accessibility, safety, and green space, and tested the UrbanCare platform.
Through group activities, they co-designed ideas for more inclusive and
resilient public spaces, highlighting the value of local engagement in urban
health research. Read more on Facebook (here and here) | Instagram
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https://ucareproject.eu/
https://ucareproject.eu/
https://fb.me/e/jHtkOvVRI
https://fb.me/e/jHtkOvVRI
https://www.instagram.com/p/DH2wTqSIlIw/
https://ucareproject.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0297TSMQ6ehyVK7NPPshjJZ58k4StMZkKZB9zBLHA9eFBYK8viJbwY8axXHA8mKZzrl&id=61561531797941
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02mg6feoYMngW1MbXR3VKZUBTMCqrp4si5pbhsjSBLhp8eHq52V971AttJGkdpzJqgl&id=61561531797941
https://www.instagram.com/p/DH8DX-GqIIQ/?img_index=1


Streets for Citizens.
New innovative solutions for sustainable mobility in the
cities to mitigate negative environmental impacts in urban
life and make cities more liveable places

The Streets for Citizens Project, funded by the Interreg Euro-MED
programme, promotes inclusive urban transformation through tactical
urbanism and citizen co-creation. In May 2025, led by the SURF Lab, in
collaboration with ANEL and the Municipality of Latsia-Yeri, the project
empowered residents in Latsia and Yeri to reimagine their public spaces
and co-develop proposals that enhance walkability, sociability, and urban
resilience. 

Using a three-tiered methodological framework, spatial analysis,
experiential City Walks, and co-design Stakeholder Workshops, the project
engaged citizens in assessing their neighbourhoods, identifying challenges,
and proposing design interventions. The process led to two concrete design
proposals for public spaces, which have been submitted to municipal
authorities. 

As next steps, selected interventions will be implemented with active
community involvement in activities such as planting, community
gardening, and mural painting. 

Read more on Facebook | LinkedIn (here, here, and here)
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https://www.facebook.com/streetsforcitizensproject
https://anel.com.cy/
https://anel.com.cy/
https://latsia-geri.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/streetsforcitizensproject/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7327634094169743360
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7325078129880834048
https://www.linkedin.com/company/streets-for-citizens-project/posts/?feedView=all


From 29–31 May 2025, the InPlaLabs Project held a hybrid Knowledge Sharing
Workshop in Athens, bringing together students, academics, and practitioners from
across Europe to exchange ideas on integrated planning. The event featured
pitching sessions, panels, and collaborative activities, while also piloting teaching
formats and tools for the project’s summer courses. Participant feedback helped
refine the curriculum, making it both rigorous and practical. The workshop served as
a valuable platform for bridging theory and practice in urban planning education.  
Read more on LinkedIn.

In June 2025, the InPlaLabs Project launched a hybrid summer school
featuring seven mini-courses on integrated and climate-resilient urban
planning. Delivered by UCY, NTUA, Urban Calculator, and Commonspace, the
programme combined theory and practice, covering topics such as
participatory methods, space syntax, and the Urban Calculator tool. With 32
participants, the school offered 5 ECTS to UCY students and included a first
week of lectures and a second week focused on hands-on project
development. Read more on Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn

InPlaLabs.
Cocreating knowledge on forward-looking transdisciplinary
planning perspectives addressing climate change and urban life
in the post-pandemic city
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https://inplalabs-wiki.eu/index.php?title=Main_Page
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/inplalabs-eu_inplalabsabreu-erasmusplus-erasmusplusiky-activity-7335689919677317120-InEk?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAABv117MBGzw0c__PAit0Poq96w6wDDQ_laY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/inplalabs-eu_inplalabsabreu-erasmusplus-erasmusplusiky-activity-7335689919677317120-InEk?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAABv117MBGzw0c__PAit0Poq96w6wDDQ_laY
https://inplalabs-wiki.eu/index.php?title=Main_Page
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/?lang=en
https://www.ntua.gr/en/
https://urbancalculator.se/
https://www.commonspace.gr/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Inplalabs/61559266443050/
https://www.instagram.com/inplalabs/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/inplalabs-eu_inplalabsabreu-erasmusplus-erasmusplusiky-activity-7264244211737116672-HQ0F?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABwTdzsBECkca5z3UxCFvM3BZyLnKhDjhiQ


InPlaLabs.
Cocreating knowledge on forward-looking transdisciplinary
planning perspectives addressing climate change and urban life
in the post-pandemic city

Between October 2024 and April 2025, the InPlaLabs Project organised a series
of five hybrid Knowledge Co-creation Workshops (KCoWs), offering
academics, practitioners, and stakeholders a collaborative platform to
exchange ideas on integrated urban and transport planning. These sessions
combined plenary discussions, hands-on exercises, and practical activities,
tackling topics such as innovative teaching methods, reconstruction
challenges, and strategies for managing uncertainty in design processes.

In November 2024, the University of Cyprus hosted the two-day KCoW6
intensive workshop in Nicosia, where partners from UCY, NTUA, Urban
Calculator, and Commonspace co-developed the structure of five mini-
courses. These courses, delivered in June 2025, focused on evidence-based
planning methods, participatory planning and design, and analytical tools to
support integrated urban-transport planning.

Read more on Instagram | LinkedIn
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https://inplalabs-wiki.eu/index.php?title=Main_Page
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/?lang=en
https://www.ntua.gr/en/
https://urbancalculator.se/
https://urbancalculator.se/
https://www.commonspace.gr/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DCgb3pqs9zX/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DCgb3pqs9zX/?img_index=1
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/inplalabs-eu_inplalabsabreu-erasmusplus-erasmusplusiky-activity-7264244211737116672-HQ0F/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABwTdzsBECkca5z3UxCFvM3BZyLnKhDjhiQ


Between 10–21 June 2025, the SURF Lab, in the context of TWIN2EXPAND Project,
hosted the TWIN2EXPAND Summer School, a two-week programme exploring urban
challenges through green infrastructure, spatial justice, and nature-based
solutions. Participants from partner institutions engaged in lectures, fieldwork, and
group reflections, with a highlight being the visit to Pedieos Linear Park. The school
fostered interdisciplinary exchange across fields like architecture, geography, and
ecology, concluding with a celebratory gathering in Nicosia. Read more on LinkedIn
(here, here, and here). 

In September 2025, the TWIN2EXPAND Project released its first two Policy
Briefs, offering actionable recommendations for sustainable urban
development. The first brief, “Greener for Whom?”, explores equitable access
to urban green spaces using Pedieos Linear Park as a case study. The
second, “Sustainable Location Strategies for Citizens’ Services”, focuses on
improving the siting of public facilities to support spatial justice and climate
goals. Both briefs contribute to a practical policy toolbox aligned with the
European Green Deal and lay the groundwork for continued dialogue with
stakeholders. Read more on LinkedIn (here and here). 

TWIN2EXPAND. 
Twinning Towards Research Excellence in Evidence-Based
Planning and Urban Design

7

https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/
https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/news-and-events/twin2expand-summer-school-2025/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7336321511152144384
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7338139498813292548
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7340644057188110336
https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/
https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/T2E_PB1_GREENER-FOR-WHOM.pdf
https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/T2E_PB2_CITIZENS-SERVICES-LOCATION-STATEGIES.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7368189435558936577
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7368189435558936577
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7371476510735605760


On 2 October 2025, the SURF Lab participated in the Cyprus Forum 2025,
moderating two high-level panels on behalf of the TWIN2EXPAND Project.

The first panel, “Building an Open Urban Data Future: The Case of Cyprus”,
explored how data can support inclusive urban planning. Speakers: Marina
Neophytou (UCY), Marios M. Polycarpou (UCY), Pavlos Loizou (Ask Wire),
Gareth Simons (UCL), Valentina Marin (Space Syntax).

The second panel, “Green Deal in Practice: Cyprus Implementation Agenda”,
focused on the national application of EU climate goals. Speakers:
Charalambos Theopemptou (CY Parliament), Eleni Stylianopoulou
(Presidency CY), Tadashi Matsumoto (OECD), Nicoletta Neophytou (PwC),
Savvas Vlachos (CEA CY)

Both sessions brought together experts from academia, policy, and industry,
bridging research and practice in sustainable urban development.

Read more on LinkedIn (here and here) | Cyprus Forum

TWIN2EXPAND. 
Twinning Towards Research Excellence in Evidence-Based
Planning and Urban Design
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https://cyprusforum.cy/
https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/directory/en/profile/marinan
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/directory/en/profile/marinan
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/directory/en/profile/mpolycar
https://ask-wire.com/company-about-us-pavlos-loizou/
https://profiles.ucl.ac.uk/40967-gareth-simons
https://spacesyntax.com/staff/valentina-marin/
https://www.parliament.cy/en/general-information/composition/members-of-the-house/biographical-notes/theopemptou-charalampos
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=6143356882348885&id=289728824378416&set=a.430100410341256
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tadashi-matsumoto-ba159336/?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Egoogle%2Ecom%2F&originalSubdomain=fr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nicoletta-neophytou-9874b098/?originalSubdomain=cy
https://www.cea.org.cy/en/teams/savvas-vlachos/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7375864145780457472
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7381682340541960192
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/cyprus-forum_cyprusforum2025-nicosia-cyprus-activity-7377268404837322752-ICJl?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADoOYdcBQBhuzRJ4XaXhQ6RF4qtP5ttDI0c


TWIN2EXPAND. 
Twinning Towards Research Excellence in Evidence-Based
Planning and Urban Design

On 18  October  2025, under the framework of the TWIN2EXPAND Project, the SURF
Lab, in collaboration with Ένα Εμείς and the Cyprus  Paraplegics  Organization
(OPAK) and with the support of the Municipality  of  Strovolos, the Diversity, Equality
and Inclusivity Office of the University of Cyprus (DEI Office), and AbleBook,
organised a pioneering accessibility mapping event at the Pedieos  Linear  Park. 

The activity brought together citizens, researchers, and municipal staff to assess
the park’s infrastructure, routes, and amenities through an inclusive lens,
identifying areas needing improvement for people with mobility or visual
impairments, while experiencing the environment first‑hand. 

Equipped with smartphones, GPS, measuring tools, and plenty of curiosity,
participants documented their reflections and produced insights which will inform
updates to the municipal Strategic Plan for Pedieos Linear Park and will be
published on the AbleBook platform. 

Read more on Instagram | LinkedIn | TWIN2EXPAND
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https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/
https://www.enaemeis.org.cy/
https://opak.org.cy/
https://opak.org.cy/
https://www.instagram.com/enaemeis/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/twin2expand_aeznaemeaeds-oasyasjass-twin2expand-activity-7383428106461609984-r11x?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADoOYdcBQBhuzRJ4XaXhQ6RF4qtP5ttDI0c
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/twin2expand_aeznaemeaeds-oasyasjass-twin2expand-activity-7383428106461609984-r11x?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADoOYdcBQBhuzRJ4XaXhQ6RF4qtP5ttDI0c
https://twin2expand.surf.com.cy/news-and-events/3236/


Between February and June 2025, Ullοι Aglantzia, coordinated by the SURF Lab
within the Erasmus+ PS-U-GO Project, organised participatory activities with the
Municipality of Nicosia, engaging local youth in reimagining their
neighbourhood. Through a structured Urban Living Lab process, key needs for
Old Aglantzia were identified. As part of a summer Design and Build workshop,
UCY architecture students designed and constructed a modular wooden
structure SITCom, a seating and gathering space for cultural and community
use. Built with support from the UCY Fab Lab, SITCom incorporates planters,
modular elements, and a symbolic blue colour, reflecting local identity. The
project fostered collaboration among youth, municipal actors, and academia,
creating a meaningful space that blends function, symbolism, and community
engagement. 

Read more on Instagram. See the booklet here. 

PS-U-GO. 
Education in Living Labs: Participatory Skills for sustainable Urban Governance
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https://www.instagram.com/ulloiaglantzia/
https://www.psugo.eu/
https://www.instagram.com/ulloiaglantzia/
https://ucy-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cpanag04_ucy_ac_cy/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fcpanag04%5Fucy%5Fac%5Fcy%2FDocuments%2Fmy%20laptop%2FChristina%20Panayi%2FUCY%2FTEACHING%2FA%CE%A1%CE%97%20402%5F2025%5FWorkshop%2FA%CE%A1%CE%97%20402%2E1%5FT%CE%B5%CF%8D%CF%87%CE%BF%CF%82%5F20251%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fcpanag04%5Fucy%5Fac%5Fcy%2FDocuments%2Fmy%20laptop%2FChristina%20Panayi%2FUCY%2FTEACHING%2FA%CE%A1%CE%97%20402%5F2025%5FWorkshop&ga=1


PS-U-GO. 
Education in Living Labs: Participatory Skills for sustainable Urban Governance

Ullοι Aglantzia, coordinated by SURF Lab, within the Erasmus+ PS-U-GO Project,
organised a series of participatory activities in collaboration with the
Municipality of Nicosia, supported by the Youth Board of Cyprus and the Cyprus
Youth Council. In October 2025, the Urban Showcase successfully took place,
sharing the process and outcomes of the Urban Living Lab with the public and
local community through two main activities:
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Bike Route in Old Aglantzia: Co-organised with OPU NGO, the route passed
through key neighbourhood landmarks—including the community mural, the
SITCom wooden structure co-created during the project, and other places of
interest. Participants learned about micromobility and enjoyed moments of
informal exchange and community engagement.

Music Event in Neighbourhood Courtyards: A cultural evening of live
performances in selected courtyards created a vibrant atmosphere and
encouraged cultural interaction. The night culminated in a central concert at
Old Aglantzia Square, which also hosted the official inauguration of the SITCom
structure, designed and fabricated at the UCY Fab Lab.

https://www.instagram.com/ulloiaglantzia/
https://www.psugo.eu/
https://www.nicosia.org.cy/en-GB/home/
https://onek.org.cy/en/
https://cyc.org.cy/
https://cyc.org.cy/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPWbQFRCE84/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPWbQFRCE84/?img_index=1
https://www.ucy.ac.cy/fablabucy/


KAEBUP. 
Knowledge Alliance for Evidence-Based Urban Practices

In December 2023, the final event of the KAEBUP Project was held in
collaboration with the Cyprus Network of Urban Morphology (CyNUM). The
conference gathered academics, professionals, and policymakers from
Cyprus and abroad to exchange knowledge and explore new ways of
strengthening collaboration across architecture, urban design, and planning. 

In August 2025, the conference proceedings were officially published,
bringing together 15 research papers presented during the event, alongside a
project summary, a reflective preface, and a concluding article titled
“Fostering Synergies – Advancing Collaboration Between Academia and
Practice”. This publication serves as both a record of the project’s outcomes
and a valuable resource for researchers and practitioners seeking to bridge
the gap between theory and practice in urban studies. 

Read more here. 
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https://cyprusconferences.org/kaebup-cynum2023/
http://kaebup.eu/
https://www.tabedizioni.it/shop/product/from-urban-research-to-planning-and-design-1787?order=ordering+desc
https://www.tabedizioni.it/web/content/415612


What’s Coming Up on SURF?

Looking ahead to November 2025, the InPlaLabs Project will organise a Local
Multiplier Event in Cyprus. This event will bring together academics, professionals,
and local stakeholders to share project outcomes, exchange knowledge, and
discuss the practical application of integrated and climate-resilient urban
planning methods. It will serve as a platform to connect research results with the
needs of the Cypriot urban planning community and foster new collaborations. 

Stay tuned on LinkedIn. 

InPlaLabs.
Cocreating knowledge on forward-looking transdisciplinary

planning perspectives addressing climate change and urban life
in the post-pandemic city

On 31 October 2025, the U-CARE Project will host an International Seminar at the
University of Cyprus, bringing together policymakers, academics, and citizens to
discuss how planning, design, and governance can promote healthier cities. The
event will highlight project activities in Gothenburg, Berlin, Florence, and Nicosia,
with keynote speakers including Mark Nieuwenhuijsen (Barcelona Institute for
Global Health),  Chrystala Kaiafa (Ministry of Health), Christos Gkartzonikas
(MaaSLab), and Photoula Hadjipapa (Mayor of Lakatamia). 

Stay tuned on LinkedIn.  

U-CARE.
Urban Care to battle climate change impacts on urban
ecosystems and health across different European climate zones
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https://inplalabs-wiki.eu/index.php?title=Main_Page
https://www.linkedin.com/company/surf-research-lab
https://inplalabs-wiki.eu/index.php?title=Main_Page
https://ucareproject.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-nieuwenhuijsen-a07239354/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aorganization_admin_admin_page_posts_published%3B20e29a88-311e-4b38-a87e-97d78a968ffe
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chrystalla-kaiafa-209b1771/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aorganization_admin_admin_page_posts_published%3B20e29a88-311e-4b38-a87e-97d78a968ffe
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christosgkartzonikas/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fotoulla-hadjipapa-4160539a/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aorganization_admin_admin_page_posts_published%3B20e29a88-311e-4b38-a87e-97d78a968ffe
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7384877936115417088


Stay in touch!

https://www.surf.com.cy/

surf.research.lab@gmail.com

https://www.surf.com.cy/
https://www.surf.com.cy/

